The Mustard Tree

The history of the Church and especially of Plymouth Brethren has been marked by many splits into smaller
and smaller groups who do not associate with one another. The first diagram is based on information from
www.request.org.uk and shows the larger branches of the Church. The second diagram is my attempt to
show the details of one of the smaller branches, namely the Plymouth Brethren, reflecting the history of their
divisions, and showing which groups were derived from which.

The historical evidence relating to this history is confusing and sometimes contradictory. The main sources
that I used in order to cobble together this first model were as follows.

1. http://www.brethrenonline.org/fags/PBHIST.HTM, produced by Shawn B. Abigail in September
1997

2. http://www.brethrenonline.org/books/1870HIS.HTM written by W. R. Dronsfield

3. http://web.archive.org/web/20031017093443/www.exclusivebrethren.net/timeline.html, which was
produced by Dick Wyman, with some help from Frank Marotta of Elkton, Maryland, USA, Alistair
Deayton of Paisley, Scotland, and Jeremy Yallop of England.

4. http://www.mybrethren.org/history/framhist.htm compiled by Gordon Rainbow in collaboration with
Jeff Kuns.

5. My life, in and out of the brethren by Alistair Deayton, which you can find by going to

http://www.peebs.net and clicking on Library followed by Personal Stories

http://www.bruederbewegung.de/pdf/piepkorn.pdf written by Arthur Carl Piepkorn

http://www.request.org.uk/main/churches/denominations/denominationsO1.htm

8. Wikipaedia. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive Brethren#Further Divisions amongst Post-
Aberdeen Brethren

9. http://www.pembrokebiblechapel.com/closed.asp
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In a paper presented to a combined conference of the Romaine Park Christian Centre and Montello Baptist
Church, May 1993, Rowland Croucher estimated that there are 22,800 Christian denominations. According
to the World Christian Encyclopaedia (2001 Edition) there are 33830 Christian denominations. So it is clear
that these diagrams show only the main branches without the twigs.

I shall be very grateful if people with access to historical evidence can check these diagrams for accuracy
and perhaps fill in some missing dates and other details.

The title is derived from the parable of Mark 4:30-32, in which the Kingdom of Heaven is likened to a grain

of mustard seed that grew into a tree with such big branches that it could provide shelter for all the birds of
the air.

Ian C. McKay, June 2008



The Main Branches of the Church
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Fine Details of One Small Branch

Plymouth Brethren began to meet in Dublin in 1825 and in Plymouth in 1831.

Split in 1848 (Bethesda Split)

Exclusive Brethren; J. N. Darby

Split in 1881 (Kelly/Ramsgate Split)

Open Brethren; Ebrington Street, Plymouth;

B. W. Newton

Kelly Group

Cluff Group

Darby Growp

Split in 1880-1884 (Grant/Montreal Split)

Open Brethren; Bethesda, Bristol; George Muller

Split in 1889

"Needed Truth" Asemblies or Churches of God

(Dr Luxmoore) not so open as the "Opens"

Majority of Open Brethren

Partly diverged about mid-20th Century

Supporters of F. W. Grant

Adebert Cecil and suppo

Split in 1885

rters of | N.D. (died 1882)

(Reading Split)

"Tight" Open Brethren

e.g. "Gospel halls" in USA

And a spectrum of assemblies between

these two, with no sharp dichotomy

More Open or "loose” Open Brethren
e.g. "Bible Chapek” in USA

Reading Brethren led by C. E. Stuatt

Park Street Brethren led by J. B. Stoney

until the Raven Split in 1889-18%

Lowe-Continental Brethren

Split in 1909

Bexhill and Park Road; F. E. Raven

Split in 1908 (Glanton Split)

Lowe Brethren merged in 1926 with Kelly Group

and then the UK part of the Tunbridge Wells

Fellowship also joined them in 1940

Tunbridge Wells Fellowship,

now mostly in USA

Glanton Meeting

1909: Partial merger of Glanton,

Grant and Stuart Brethren

1973-74 Merger of Grant, Glanton,

Kelly and Lowe Brethren. Split in 2000

The Holland Brethren

The major branch of Glantorr

Grant-Kelly-Lowe Brethren

Exclusives Jed by FER and hter J. Taylor St
A few left in 1920 1ed by J. . Giles and some

in 1929. Then a Major Split in 1959-1960

Supporters of J. T. Jr

Major split over Aberdeen, 1970

Supporters of G. R. Cowell eventually

formed several fellowships

(practise strict separation)

(practise les strict separation)

Frost/Strang merged group

Non-Taylbrites Taylorites lford Fellowship Crowham Hal
Split in 1972 (practise the most extreme separation) G. R Cowel Fellowship
Frost A E. Myles
Jim Renton Group George Strang Group Fellowship Fellowship

Split in 1974

Croydon Group (less open)
Frank Frost

Split in 19912

Oxted Group (more open)
George Rogers, Cyril Bacon,

Laurie Twinam

Croydon Paty (less open)
Frank Frost

Split in 1999

London Party (more open)

Reunited with some

other groups

Hard Frosts

Soft Frosts




